
I  l i l T f T E r  n  C ' F  A  r F ? i 6  f \ t l n  ^  n r r  t F r r m  A F  F h t  ? ^  ^  M r ^ r r
v ' , i ! i ;  &u J i . -r  i  i lJ j j i j , i r -r j - r j ' l i i .Cr i : i  i  i . jF Eri jUvj i ' i  iLr- i \

n t r f  l n F  n l a  f ^ r f t  f C U  t  A N t a - t t ^ A r  ^ ^ ^ t i t c r l ^ i r  I  a \ t A t l ^ ^ r
, : . r  - .  j : . -  

- ' r  : - :  :  : . - . : -  |  ! - - r :  r v -  !  f !  J  -  - : f  :  i t * . . i  u L , Y i  L i t  .  I

AN D .\CADSN,I I C ACH]EVEMEM FOR LIM NED DN CU Si{ FRO FIC } EN T g'I'u- D E I'Ts

ivitu-dii i i, luuj

iv'is. A.rra Sairiz de ia Fe.lla
ESLEiiin guai Eciueaiion ndyisor
P ei,r,s)rivani a Departrreni O f Eri uu aiion
333 ivI:irket Sireet, Siir Fioor
Han'isbiir-g PA i 7i26'uJi3

Dear irns. <ie ia yenat

The L'niied Staies Drparrmerri oiEducarion is eommifieri to heiping you anci rhe
sehoois in your Siate meet the chaiiengrng goeis of rhe No ehiio Left Eehind nct, No
Chiiri Lefi Behrnei rnade dranatic changes in education poliey to prorqote accountebiliry
fbr rosults, State and local flexibility, concorhating rosources on proven educational
methods, and safe schools.

There are many eiementary ard secondary educatron progfailtg, guch as tbreign
sfrrdent exchange programs, thqt have a provexr ffack record of effectiveness. Foreign
sfudent exchangg programs have been ver,v suceesefu! at l:elping cw stuCeefs !r-.rn a!:eut
tlie iang-uage, cutf;.iie, hisiory, afid govel-ruaeni t.rf other natione , ln additiorr, ihe foreign
studenis wiru come here io altend schooi iearn about America, and bring a bettsr
undersian{iing of our nalion back to their home countries, I etrongly sr.lpport these
programs because they are educationally effective and help foster international
understanding,

Recently, I har.'e leelned that scme cchool distncts are coriecfiicd ihai
ieqij.iienien*"s of IJo Child Left Beh-irrd migiit ft:alae ii llrare difiieuit fur tirem io Bccept
fbreign exchangc srudents. i want to assure you thar dre overririing pupose of No Ciriki
Left Behind is to provicie American students with the best educatjon possibie.
Consequently, No Child Left Behind does not seek to discowage school diskicts from
parljcipating in a foreign student exchange proffam. ln fact, we belisve that foreign
exchunge programs eruic.h the education of our students.

An important goal of No Child Left Behind is to help English language learners
who reside in the United States attain English proficiencv- develop high levels of
acd,iioinic aitainment in Eagliaii, 4iid ineot ihe sems chalionging conie:ri standads
expe+ted cf all students, Tle rgqujtei'fienls of No Cirild Lefl Beiiind, ho*=ever, sho",.iid noi
deier a aohool disirict ftom aceepiir-rg ioreign exchange snidenis, First, rrreny foreigrr
exchanga studenis ftom non-Engiish speaking counties have enough command of
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English to benelit from reg:lar clasqrocm instru.ctic+ l* E::g!ish end, fbr that ress+n,
wouki not'oe eonsidered limited Englisb, pioficient under No Child Left Behind. Second,
even if a iorcign oxchange sturieirrs is limite<i Engiish profisient, Ito Chiid Left Behind
rioes not mandaie o particuiar iype oiinsinrction for that student, but gives schooi
dietrIcts the t-lexibility to select, consistent with State law, an 4ppropriate method for
serving that stude.nt. Finally, sssessment resqlts for forei$r excbange students who are
enrolled in a school in the Uoited States for less than a yoar' Bvsn if they a:e limited
English proficient, are not tc be included in the sehool-isvel measii'-emant of adequa're
yearly progress requireei by No Chiid Left Beiiind,

i.io Chiid Left Behind does not preveni oi inal(e it morE diffisult foi sehool
disirists to partieipaie in foreign sfudeni exehange prograffiE. A sehooi disiriet's iiecision
on whether -,'o parXieipate in a ioreign siurioni exuh4rige prograrn, thmefore, shouiii oniy
be i:used orr the eciucaiiorrai vniue sf that prtigrarn. i urge you io tio aii ycu can to suppori
ioreign student exchango programs anci encoruage schooi disiricts in your State to
psrticipate.

if you have airy questions regarCing this letter or any etlier issues relaiiitg to
foreign exshang- ciudents in yei.ir sehrools, please do net hesitaie to caii nre.

Director


